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Editor: TimO Sullivan KES8OC

CONTEST CALENDAR
Wl |, Dayton is over for
another year and its time to
think about what's in store
for the sunmer portion of the
contest year. First in the
line up is a contest for those
of you who believe that there

is intelligent |life above 30
Whz. The June VHF QSO Party is
for all of you «closet vhf

contesters out there to junp
in and nmake a splash from sone
rare grid square.

Next of course is Field Day.
If you are trying to recruit
new operators here is the
contest to get their feet wet
(particularly if you picked an
appropriate site). Whet her
you're gung ho, or j ust
ki ckin' back, suckin' down a
few brews and operating, this
one's always fun! Runmor has
it that a MRRC Field day
effort wll be nounted on a
pristine site in the greater
Cl evel and area. Contact K8CC
or KBMR for details.

Then there's I[ARU. this is
pr obabl y your first good

chance to find out whether
t hat new death ray you
instal |l ed (the one you
purchased at Dayton) really

works. O, maybe this is your
chance to try single op from
one of the big gun stations
t hat ot herw se woul d be
dormant (Big gun ops went
fishing). So, go ahead, get on
the air and nmake sone Q s, and
GO MAD RI VER!'!

MRRC MEETI NG AT WD8LLD

The next Mad River neeting
wll be held at the QIH of
"Goose" Steingass, WDBLLD, in
Wboster  Chi o. Goose has
graciously invited us to cone
and check out the 'LLD
contest station on Saturday,
July 27, 1991 starting around
11: 00 am So cone on out for
sone good conversation and
general ogling of the hardware
(this always has sone | atent
entertai nnent val ue). A map
wth directions to 'LLD is
included elsewhere in this
i ssue. See you there!

VWHAT" S | NSI DE

So are you wonder i ng
what's happening with Ted
in JA land? W got the

straight skinny on Teds
Excel | ent adventure, sone
tips about operating in
t he | ARU contest, t he
| at est i nstal | ment of
Piciene Philosophy from

the Big Fish, and all the
| atest scores. So don't
touch that dial!!!

The MAD RIVER RADI O CLUB net
occurs every nonday evening at
8:30pm EDT on 3825 Mz +/-
RM Let's hear fromyou



FROM THE ' BI G FI SH peopl e, both new and |ong-tine
By Dave Pruett, K8CC to the club. The top points-
getters were:

Dayton 1991 is past, and we
begin another year for Mad
Ri ver. | would like to thank
everyone for the chance to
serve again as President of

our fine organization. It is
firm convi ction t hat
1991/ 92 wil | be a fine

operating year for MRRC, and
that we have a lot to |ook
forward to.

MRRC CONTEST RESULTS

| am trenmendously proud wth
t he results of MRRC s
oper ati ng acconpl i shnent s
whi ch have been published in
recent nmagazi nes. The May 1991
CQ chronicles the results of
the CQ WPX Club Conpetition
where MRRC was THIRD IN THE
WORLD, and first in the USA,
beati ng out somne cl ub
heavywei ghts such as PVRC and
YCCC. This finish caught many
by surprise (including the
"Big Fish") because MRRC did
not make a concentrated effort
in WX. Inreality, there are
many w thin our club who enjoy
WX a great deal, and the
scores show it. These results
lay to rest the nyth that MRRC
is just a "social club".

Qur other big finish is in the
May 1991  QST, where the
results of t he ARRL
Sweepstakes Club Conpetition
show MRRC in third place in
the Medium Club category with
3.1 mllion points from 35
entries. Again, MRRC did not
make a concentrated effort,
but those who got on did very
well, wnning single-op high
power for both Mchigan and
Ohio on both nodes. W al so
managed to beat our regional
rivals, t he Nort h Coast
Contesters, who fielded 30
entries for 2.9 neg.

The VRRC effort was
spearheaded by a nunber of




D ck Bennett, NzZ8O 263, 850
Pat Collins, Nz4K 232, 694
Stan Barczak, K8MIZ 228,912
TimMtchell, WD8IJP 220, 800
Dave Pruett, K8CC 209, 924
Jim Stahl, K8MR 198, 918
TimO Sullivan, KESOC 182,590
Steve M| ler, VD8I XE 181, 632

For |leading the MRRC SS
char ge, Dick Bennett, NZ8O
will have his 1991/92 dues
pai d by t he cl ub
Congratulations to D ck, and
to all who contributed for a
job well done. W nust plan
ahead to turn or efforts up a
notch or tw this comng
Novenber, for |I'msure the NCC
is planning to do |ikew se.

DAYTON 1991

Again, the Hanvention was a
bl ast . | spent less tine
| ocked in the forumroons this
year, and yet did not do the
entire fleamarket and only saw
about 25% of the inside. Mich
time was spend ragchewing with
peopl e you neet in the aisles,
which is OK by ne. As | get
ol der, Dayton is nore about
peopl e and | ess about
t echnol ogy.

I thought the MRRC Suite
turned out well. Ken Rogner
again did a fine j ob
organi zing suite support, and
overall things ran snoothly.
My personal thanks go to M ke,
NOAON who flew solo on our
suite shift so that | could
get sone quality progranmer-
to-programmer tine in wth
K1EA.

The one question mark fromthe

suite is financial. In 1989,
suite revenues exceeded
expenses by approxi mat el y
$100. In 1991, the reverse

was true, and the club had to
ante up al nost $100 to bal ance
t he | edger. The reasons for
this reversal are uncl ear.

It is ny belief that there are

typically a fixed nunber
sui t e- hoppers at Dayton that

of



Bl G FI SH (conti nued)

are interested in contesting.
Sone of these people hang out
at the KCDXC/ SEDXA suite on
the fifth floor. This year,
the Friday night NCC party in
t he M am Room of fered
sonething new and different,
but the drinks were expensive.
The Soci ety of M dwest
Contesters had their suite up
on the twelfth floor. Maybe
things were just too spread
out .

|'ve been told that t he
Frankford Radi o Cl ub S
planning on sponsoring the
M am Room on Saturday night,
which nmeans traffic dilution
both nights. MRRC has gone
ahead and reserved Suite 425
again for 1992. |  would
propose that we approach the
Ws from the SoMC and see if
they want to team up with us
in the large suite. Both club
nanes would be on the suite,
MRRC would run it one night
and SoMC the other. In this
way, we could focus interest
and activity, and perhaps nake
t he whol e process nor e
fiscally viable. "1l  keep
you i nfornmed as plans devel op.

MRRC CLUB CI RCLE

For ARRL Club Conpetitions,
t here IS a 175 mle
geographical radius limt for
stations to participate for
t he club. This circle for
MRRC has traditionally been
centered on Marion, OH.
However, wth the changes in
t he past years in t he
geography of MRRC nenbership,
the club voted at the Dayton
nmeeting to nove the center of
this circle to Findlay, OH
This change wll result in
nmore of Mchigan inside the
circle, while still covering
essentially all of Ohio. | f
you have a question on the
geographical status of vyour
station, contact K8CC.

MRRC SUMMER

For nost people, sumertine is
atime torelax, recreate, and

be with their famlies. | t
should be the same with our
cl ub. The stress of

conpetition eases, and we can
take sone time for cl ub
fellowship in between our
sumer antenna proj ects.

Plan now to make one of the
MRRC neetings in the next few
nont hs. Al though it often
requires sonme travel, a good
time is usually had by all -
it'"s worth the trip.

Hope to CU at the upconm ng
cl ub neetings! 73, de Dave,
KeCC

Fromthe "AQM Letters”
aka. The "ABO Fil es"
from K8DD

Ted appears to be going
t hrough "Hanfest Wthdrawal ".
All the JA hanfests are in
| ate August. And on the sane
weekend! "JA's don't thrive
on hanfests |i ke we do."

Hs "Kansas City keyer is a
big hit with the CW types...
never seen anything like it."

Maybe Ted will becone a Lance
Johnson deal er and be able to
afford a real live Big Mac or
t wo!

He hopes to be on the air from
either JA3RL (HQ station) or
as 7J3ABO in |ARU contest in
July.

The average JA antenna is a
"L" shaped whip and coils (28"
for 15M nmounted on bal cony
railings in t he downt own
areas, 20M version is only
36".

Nobody has WMs-DOS conputers,
so he is looking for a set of
all the log/entry sheets for
the major contests. St an,
ACBW and | are putting a set



together for him |"ve seen
Ted use a nmnual, paper dupe
sheet . | think Mad River
Radio Cub should send him a
[ aptop AQM (conti nued)

or notebook conmputer with CT

and NA in it. But then, on
the other hand, |'ve seen Ted
try to type!

W all have heard that Ted

sold nost all of his beloved
TS- 820/ R- 820" s. | guess they
went cheap at the swap at
Dayton - not getting nuch for
scrap electronics these days!
But in his letter he said he
bought four 455 IF 500 Hz
filters for 820, 830, etc.
Dd he really sel | t he
TS-820/ R-820's? Is he really
going to use them agai n?

Not sure who all was in CQ
WPX, but runor has it that one
of the weaker signals fromthe
Nort hWwest was a 7J3 running a
KC keyer..... no radio....no
antenna....just a KC keyer.

Before Ted left, he sent ne
the disks from ARRL DX CW
contest. It seens that due to
all the conputer crashes, each
fl oppy from each conputer had
a different score on it.
Three of them would not read.
Two of them had garbage in
the .BIN file. After sone
massi ve reconstruction
(j udi ci ous use of the DX call
book), and a <case of the
beverage of choi ce, Buck,
NBCQA and | (the day before
the deadline for getting | ogs
into the ARRL) nmanaged to
sal vage a score of about 1.75
meg for Ted. | talked to
Billy Lunt, KRLR from the
ARRL at Dayton. He indicated
that they had quite a [|augh
over the |logs, and decided to
| et them slide through w thout

being scrutinized, Ilike they
normally do when the K8AQM
cal | appears on an entry
sheet . Buck and | graciously

t hanked him on behal f of Ted.
He also said that it was a

good thing that Ted was going
to be in Japan for the next
ARRL DX contest....Sonething
about that was the only way
they would accept a log from
him Not sure what he neant.
VRRC/ KH27?7?
By Ted Rachwal , K8AQV and
Dave Pruett, K8CC

Qur MRRC delegate to Japan,
Ted Rachwal , K8AQMV 7J3ABO
wote to the '"Big Fish® wth
an interesting idea. Ted
proposes that MRRC nount a
contest-pedition to Guam KH2,

for either CQW SSB or CQW
Ccw

Si nce Guam is a USA
possession, there would be no
hassl e involved with getting a
license. Although Cceania is
not as desirable from a
pr opagati on st andpoi nt as
South Anerica or Northwest
Africa for COQW we would be
in a position to works |ots of
exotic mul tipliers. o
course, running JAs would be a
chi p shot.

Ted proposes that we operate
multi-single from KH2. To
properly capitalize on the
COW rules would require two
stations, one to run QSGs and
the other to work multipliers.
A possible station setup
woul d consi st of:

RUN STATI ON

Transcei ver

KW Anplifier
Tri band yagi
40m di pol e
Lapt op conput er

MULT STATI ON

Transcei ver

KW Amplifier (w 160m
Fi ve-band trap vertica
160m ant enna

Lapt op conput er

The operational goal of this
type of setup is that either
station could operate any band



as necessary. The mpjority of
runni ng woul d occur on
20/ 15/10 (on CW add 40m, or
the mult station could be used
for limted running on other
bands. Running CT on |aptop
conputers would make swappi ng
stations

GUAM (conti nued)
and tracking multipliers easy.

Mounting an expedition of this
sort is no trivial challenge,
consi dering t hat al | t he
equi pnrent would have to be
transported to Guam However
with careful planning, this
trip is certainly within the
capabilities of MRRC Now is
the time to begin planning if
we want to go to KH2. If you
are interested, contact K8CC
pr ont o.

DE K8CC

SCORES

WPX CW
KWBN(WDSI XE) —
2, 566, 908
ACBWM S @ K8DD
953/ 532

1568/ 631

1, 667, 908

AGBWM S @ KCBEK 1.
W 8L 967/515 1.
NEST(K8JM 15M 831/ 477
914, 409
WDSBAUB 20M
860, 160
WDSLLD 15M
680, 944
WIQ 20M 585/ 400 600K
WBEN 224/ 168
116, 256

5 Meg
5 Meg
843/ 480

695/ 424

OPERATI NG THE | ARU
CHAMPI ONSHI P
By Dave Pruett, K8CC

Quite a few contesters seemto
have no interest in operating

t he | ARU HF  Chanpionship
contest. |It's not hard to see
why - the contest occurs in

m d-July, when npbst rational
peopl e have | ots better things
to do than sit in the basenent
and operate their radios.
However, for those contesters
who can fit it into their busy
schedul es, t he | ARU HF
Chanpi onshi p of fers somne
uni que challenges and |ots of
fun.



The contest used to be called
| ARU Radi osport, whi ch I
personally feel was a much
better nanme t han " HF
Chanpi onshi p". The rules are
somewhat unique - the scoring
is based on |ITU zones. No,
not CQANV zones (of which there
are 40) but [ITU zones (of
which there are 90). Score
one point for a QSO in your
| TU zone, three points for a
QSO outside your zone but on
your conti nent, and five
points otherwise. Miltipliers
are | TU zones worked on each
band, 160 thru 10 (no WARC),
with additional mul tipliers
for any |1 TU Headquarters C ub
station worked (ex. WAW for
ARRL). The contest period is
24 hours, from 12Z to 12Z,
with no off tines. There are
four entry categories: single-
op CW only, single-op SSB
only, single-op mxed node,
and mul ti - oper at or single
transmtter.

These rules have a lot of
positive aspects. Most
contesters can go the 24 hour
period wthout sleep, and it
occurs at a pretty convenient
time for us W's - 8 AM on
Saturday to 8 AM on Sunday.

The point structure encourages
the operator to chase DX, but
if conditions are punk, vyou

can still work statesiders to
pile up t he poi nt s.

Mul tipliers are crucially
important - consider this, in

a typical CQW the ratio of
QSCs to nults might be five or
six to one while a good |ARU
score mght be nore than ten
to one!

The  bi ggest difference to
operating in the IARU is due
to the July contest date.

Summer propagation is usually
very different from fall,
whi ch means that 28 MHz is not
likely to produce any European
runs. However, there are
opportunities for unusual
paths, such as LP JA in the

norning and often quite a bit
of dual EU JA openings (thank

goodness for split-beam
stacks!). Al so,
sunri se/ sunset times are

drastically different fromthe
fall (go out now and buy a DX-
Edge if you don't own one
al r eady).

| ARU (conti nued)

Havi ng done reasonably well in
| ARU for the past three years
in the CWonly category, |
would like to pass along sone
operating tips that should
help to inmprove your |ARU HF
Chanpi onshi p score.

First, since multipliers are
so inportant, try to be QRV on
all six contest bands. Even a
medi ocre antenna for the |ow
bands wll help build your
score. There are six |TU
zones to be worked just in the
USA and Canada - add a couple
of DX zones and voil a!

Second, i f you pl an to
seriously operate the contest,
decide ahead of time to
operate all 24 hours. There
is always people to work so
there is no really good tine
to take off. If you only want
to operate part time, hit the
Sat urday norning EU (and nmaybe
JA) runs, then skip the
afternoon if desired. Start
again before sunset and stay
up at least thru EU sunrise at
approximately 04Z. Try to get
up around 10Z for the Pacific,
and then finish the contest
runni ng EU again until 12Z.

| usually start the contest on
14 MHz, because there always
seens to be sone Southeast
Asians to work that are never
heard fromagain. |In 1989, ny
first QSO at 1200Z was a LP JA
on 28 Mz CW This is a good
time for Africa and skew path
EU, so check 28 Mz at the
start. It is very tenpting to
start on 21 Mz since EU is
likely to be comng in well,
but don't m ss t hese



opportunities on 14 and 28

Around 13Z you wll probably
want to start hammering 21
MHz. After a while, you wll
start to think you are doing a
single band contest, as there
will not be nmuch to work on 14
MHz once the absorption kicks
in during the day. 28 MHz
nmust be wat ched for
multipliers, and this is where
a second radio can be an
i mense help. Mst Q@0s on 28
Mz will be South Anericans,
but you need every one of them
to build your nmult total on
that band. Get into a rhythm
- run 21 WMHz, then sweep 28
MHz (preferably both at the
sanme tine!).

By late afternoon, you wll
have flogged 21 MHz to death,
and it is not unconmon to have
500+ @SOGs on that band and
fewer than 100 on the other
bands conbi ned! As sunset
appr oaches, t he absorption
will start to dissipate and
allow 14 MHz to be useful.
Sone really terrific hours are
avai lable during this period
so take advantage of it. You
m ght also check 7 MHz prior
to our sunset.

In July, W sunset occurs
roughly at 02Z. This is the
BEST tinme to work EU on 3.5
VHz . For the past two years,
I have been able to CQ
Europeans on 3.5 Mz using
sinple wre antennas (that
means di pol es, fellas).
Hearing the DX during the
sumrmer can be a real chall enge
- RX ant ennas such as
beverages and | oops are a big
hel p. There are wusually at
least a couple big HQ dub
stations running nmulti-nulti
t hat have good sigs and can be
wor ked with reasonable effort.

Don't mss this chance on 3.5
MHz .

After sunset, you gotta nake
serious hay on 7 M.

Eur opean sunrise occurs around
approximately 04Z, so we only
have a couple hours of nutua
darkness to rack up EU QSCs on

7 MHz. Again, hearing the DX
can be a probl em  when
t hunder st or s are near by,

however a good run on this
band can result in lots of
mul tipliers, particularly out
of Africa.



| ARU (conti nued)
Once past EU sunrise, its tine
to hammer 14 MHz. Most years,
this band is open all night
and t here are scads of

Russians to work. (This m ght
have something to do with the
old "RADH OSPORT" nanme - let's

hope they never discover the
name change). In 1989, even
21 MHz was open to EU npbst of
the evening, but it's probably
not really runnable, and you
need to build your 14 Mz SO
total (and the mults that go

with it). Don't forget to
sweep the | ow bands every hour
or so - it's a good idea to

check 1.8 MHz on the hour, but
don't waste time there w t hout
wor ki ng anybody.

Around 10Z, things start to
get interesting out to the
west . In 1990, | went to 1.8
MHZz to help out N6TV who
needed my zone, and the first
sig | heard was ZL3GQ S8 on

the neter! | snagged Peter
with one <call (alright, I
admt that there were no

others calling), then QsY'd
down to work N6TV on 1823. A
couple of Cx netted no
response, so | went back up to
3.5 MHz. The first CQ on the
90" high dipole netted ZL2UW
FK8FU, then KL7Y who said that
| "was real loud on 160". W
noved back to 1.8 Mz, but
cockpit error at K8CC caused
the fuses in the Titan anp to

bl ow. | never heard KL7Y, and
he told ne later on 3.5 that
he never heard ne again - oh
wel | !

The l|ast hour of the contest
can be quite interesting. In
1988, the last 30 mnutes
produced 30 JAs on 7 Mz,
which was the only time | was
ever able to CQ JAs on the old
2L yagi. In 1989 (the year ny
first @GO was a 28 MHZ LP JA),
the Japs were workable again
on that band in the final
hour, al ong W th a bi g
surprise - strai ght pat h
Eur opeans! Conditions in 1990

were not quite so super, but
again it is a good opportunity
to work South Pacific and Asia
on 14 MHz, or run a few nore
Eur opeans on 21 MHz.

One nore thing. | ARU HF was
the contest that notivated me

to wite ny NA  Loggi ng
Pr ogram Runni ng any version
of NA on a PC clone wll nake
the contest lots nore fun and
ease the pain of contest
paperwork (scoring all of

those QSO points is a drag).
For nore details, contact K8CC
or the LTA advertisements in
t he National Contest Journal

Below are shown the K8CC
breakdowns for the 1989 and
1990 contests. 1989 was ny
best - ever year for QSGCs,
despite a breakdown in the 7
MHz (which explains the |ow
QSO mult count on that band).

1990 was good for mults,
whi ch m ght be a reflection of
poorer conditions (hard to run
on 14 Mz from W8, so S&P d
lots of mults).

In conclusion, the I1ARU HF
Chanpi onship contest can be a
| ot of fun. The DX
partici pation appears to
out nunber the USA contingent,
so there is a lot of DX to be

wor ked. Propagati on can be
strange and wonderful during
the nonth of July. So fire up

t he shack air conditioner, and
plan to be QRV this July -
you'll be sure to see K8CC in
the pileups (at least if | get
nmy 7 MHz rotator fixed...).







RATE AND QSO BREAKDOWNS RATE AND QSO BREAKDOWNS

station: KBCC station: K8BCC
contest: 1989 IARU HF contest: 1990 IARU HF

160 80 40 20 15 10 160 80 40 20 15 10
UTC CW CW CW CW CW CW rate total UTC CW CW CW CW CW CW rate total
122 0 0 0 0 8 3 8 8 122 0 0 064 0 0O 64 64
13Z 0 0 0 1 62 2 65 150 13Z 0 0 0 3 63 0 66 130
14z 0 0 0 0 76 4 80 230 14z 0 0 0O 0 8 0O 80 210
152 0 0 0 0 9% 2 98 328 152 0 0 0 0 74 13 87 297
162 0 0 0O 0 42 16 58 386 162 0 0 0 0 45 11 56 353
172 0 0 0 0 8 21 29 415 172 0 0 0 6 44 2 52 405
182 0 0 0 0 51 O 51 466 182 0 0 0 0 46 0 46 451
192 0 0 0 0 73 0 73 539 192 0 0 0 0 50 O 50 501
20Z 0 0 0 0 42 5 47 586 20Z 0 0 0 0 38 15 53 554
21Z 0 0 0 16 52 1 69 655 21Z 0 0 0 27 5 18 50 604
22Z 0 0 0 28 28 0 56 711 2Z 0 0 0 61 0 0 61 665
23Z 0 0 292 0 0 94 805 23Z 0 0 0 566 0 71 736
00Z 0 0 15 7 0 64 869 00Z 0 O O 48 12 2 62 798
01Z 0 0 0 50 22 0 72 941 01Z 0 051 6 0 0 57 855
02z 0 16 0 16 17 0 49 990 02z 0 28 30 0 0 0O 58 913
03Z 0 0 43 11 10 0 64 1054 03Z 6 2555 0 0 0 86 999
04z 0 0 18 4 1 0 63 1117 04z 0 0 43 9 1 0 531052
05Z 0 0 9 5 3 0 621179 052 7 25 10 5 1 0 48 1100
06z 1 0 4 4 0 0 49 1228 062 5 030 7 0 0 42 1142
07Z 0 1 0 33 8 0 42 1270 07Z 0 0 10 13 0 0 23 1165
08Z 0 0 149 2 0 521322 08Z 0 0 14 17 0 0 31 119
09Z 0 0 7 30 4 0 41 1363 09z 1 0 8 18 0 0 27 1223
102 0 0 0 0 73 0 73 1436 102 1 10 6 1 0 0 18 1241
11Z 0 0 0 0 27 30 57 1493 11Z 0 0 7 42 0 0 49 1290
tot 1 17 85 520 786 84 -- 1493 tot 20 88 264 332 525 61 -- 1290

muts 1 6 18 31 40 21 -- 117 mults 6 16 32 39 35 14 - 142



THE MAD RI VER RADI O CLUB

Pr esi dent : Dave Pruett, K8CC
2727 Harris Rd.
Ypsilanti, M 49221

Treasurer: Ken Rogner, WD9I NF
2520 Centenni al Rd.
Tol edo, OH 43671

Scor ekeeper: Jim Stahl, K8MR
30499 Jackson Rd.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

Tim O Sul livan, KES8CC
744 Foothill
Canton, M 48188



