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Tips on Running a DX Contest

By WBVSK, KEMFO, WBFAVW, KBVQP, WABYVR, WEBTJQ, KBQKY and WABTB(
with WASVEY editor and scribe

5 high memtership turnout is going to be necessary for i
River to win the¢ upcoming ARRL DX contest. However whereas DX
contests may be more fun they also are a bit more complicated o
run successfully, than Sweepstakes, With this in mind several »f
the c¢lubs more c¢xperienced DX contesters have prepared a few
suggesticns which may prove helpful with both raising your sco.eo
and your enipyment of the contest. Let's havd two MRRC victor.es
in arrowl

First the Lest way to learn what propogation is geing to le
like in your ar<a is to get on a few weeks before the contest wnd
get to know comditions on the bands at your QTH., Combined wittl
WBVSK's propogztion chart this should allow you to lay cut some
sort of game plan,

Make sure you get vour station set up so that you can charge
bandas quickly-in a half minute or less., Yoo may find it conveniant
cc get soms masking tape and mark your concrol settings for the
various bands.

Don't use a speaker, Get yourself either some cushionsd saéeeo
nezdphones or some 0f the atethescope variety and use them,

Avceid the mae of cther than standard phonetics for your call.,
Stick to the AREL or military lists.

With rare exceptions never spend more than 30 minutes or a
single band in one stretch. Even Iif a cettain bland is hottyou
risk the chance of missing something equally az important onr another
hand.,

As we appmeach a low MUF the high frequencies will havs strong
but short openings,

In looking for a specific area you must consider its local time,
Don't be loocking for STZ28A juat because the bandsis open because if
it's Zam in the Sudan chances avre that Sid is in bed. Becuuse
DX'p=dftions are susually on 24 hours a day we some times forget that
the other cuy has to sleep too.

Learn to recognize the DX stations oparating habita, Is he
answaring callers on his frequency or only those up 5 X=? Is he
accepting tail endera? If you fall to recoonize how he is working
them vou can have an excellent signal and not get throush,

Figure out your miltipliers after the contest ig overpy not
while it is in progress,

Don't necessarily stay in the lpw end of the band. You may be
able o find more QSO0's higher in the band with less QRM and other
competiters o contend with. *

Sleep is a personal matter but it is good to get some, @4003
12002 is advisable and the more ambitious might try @§7792-12902.
You mist wedégh the small number of multipliers you will work in the
middle of the night against vour loss in efficiency the next morning
when things are comparitively much busier,

if tenn is opan stay with it longer than you would normally would.
Try and nmake an effort to hit ten harder the first weekend. It may
not open to many areas-especially Buropa-on the second set of weekends.

‘Don't misse the Furopsan openings on any bands,

Fueope2ng on 80 from 0400Z2-0800Z

wi¥h tha sunset Zuromean opening on 40,
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WBVSK DX ConTEST PROPOGATION - Cown'
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This exposge of possitle bdand upeniugs is “based on CI Lazazine propopation
charts in Deceaber 1971 CQ plus 40 years of hamaing.

F'otice that the areas are lettiered A througn K end that the tlme uged 1o
Kastern Standard 24-Hour which 18 the same as the chartis. The nurber
following the letter is explained on Psge &7 under Item 3. Tuhe highest

or best openlngs are number 4 gnd prugraﬁﬂl¥ely down o 1 wnich is the
yorst. Unlessz you have & beam or egulivalsnt on 40 no operation 1s indicaios
pefore 7 F.M. as the EBast Coast statlions would be hard to beet out. Uloc't
die on & bhand = remeamber to QsY!

Also remember that @38t DX is not es wild zbout contesiiag 8s you are so
recardless of band spenings you ;Fat"wdrk thew when they are ligely %o be
on the air, : - :

You will probably get more multipliers Ly bsing courtecus and tate tiue to
rag chew with gome essential multipllers. A¢:-least 15% of the multipliers
will ot be in ths contest.

Use your cunning %o sneak ocut a multiplier.....llsten to some"masters"

like W3AU (old W32MSK) = Iind unW1llinﬂ cuntesterh and_alsa to find lapossi

openings. -f;-#{ﬂh. Eﬂﬂﬂ#&nr ltﬂ;; greetings to enhence
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